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Moft Noble and High Born Prince, 


VVILLIAM Duke of Devonfoires 


Lord Steward of Her Majefty’s Houtfhold, 


One of the Lords of Her Majefty’s Moft Honoyrable 
PRIVY-COUNCIL, . 


And Knight of the moft Noble Order of the Garter. 


Pha 


My Lorp, 


H E Great are Intitul’d to all the Labours of the 
Mufes. “Tis under their Influence that they 
flourifo, without Them the Poets Laurels won'd 
- wither and decay, and Wit and Eloquence fall 
by the Oppreffion of Ignorance and Folly. . 


But when Perfons of Your Grace's High Quality, 2s well 
Infpire them by their Example, as Support thew by their 
Bounty, tis a fure Sign that the Golden Age of Poetry is 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
reftor'd, and Your Grace, like the Roman Macenas, will 
always have the Glory of being its Reftorer. 


There is no part of the Belles Lettres which You have 
not enobled by Your Studies,: and advanced by Your Gene- 
rofity. This, My Lord, makes the Profeffors of them Proud 
of Your Favour; for you bave not more enrich'd them by 


Your Rewards, than inform'd ’em by Your Fudgment. 


The two Sifter-Sciences, Poetry and Painting, have been 
Your Grace's more Immediate Care. Your own Admirable 
Collections, the Ornament. of the feneft Palace in London, 
and Chat{worth the greateft Wonder. of the Peak, are 
Proofs of Your Lordfbip's Knowledge in Painting , and 
the Encouragement You have giv'n it; Yet Poetry is fill 
more indebted to you : For Your Grace bas not only en- 
couragd the Artifts, but improu'd the Art, and like the 
Scipio's and Czfars of Old, taught the Poets to deferve 
the Protedtion which You were always willing to grant 


them. 


a 


May it Pleafe your Grace, > 


I foou'd not have prefum'd to approach You with fo 
fmall an Offering, were not the Following Poems the Pro- 


duttions of Gentlemen, with whofe Merit and Writings |. 


Your Lordfbip is well Acquainted. I cowd uot dare to 
tay 


The Epiftle: Dedicatory. 

lay any thing Spurious at Your Grace's - Feet, whofe, dif- 
cernment woud foon diftinguifb the True from the Coun- 
terfeit, and Your ‘fuftice never forgive the Fraud. This 
Teff will give a San&tio to our \efign, and: Your I- 
luftrious Name defend? it ‘againft the Cawils’ of thofe 
Falfe Criticks, who are offended with ev'ry thing which 
pleafes Others, becanfe they are refolu'd not to be pleas’d 
themfelves ; We Dedicate it in.a Particular Manner to 
the Pleafure of the Fair and the Great; Whom if it en- 
tertains in their Hours of Leifure and Retirement, we fball 
Oblige the World by adding to the Delight of Thofe, who 
are the Delight of Mankind. 


But when Your Grace withdraws from the Bufinefs of 
the State, in which by Your Councils and Your Arms, You 
have maintain'd the Caufe of Liberty, and render'd the 
moft Important Services to the Two Beft and Greateft Prin- 
ces that ever fat on the Britilh Throne, King WIL- 
LIAM and Quen ANNE 3; If You vonchfafe to ad- 
mit thefe Few Sheets into Your Cabinet, to be a Part of 
the Amufement which is Neceffary to Heroick Minds, 
bending beneath the Weight of the Publick Cares, My For- 
tune will be as glorious as my Ambition, and I fball be 
animated in my Endeavours to make my future Milcella- 
nies as Worty as they can be of that Honour. 


May Your Grace long Continue the Un-envyd Favou- 
rite of Prince and People, and may my Vows for the 


Fappinefs 

















The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Happinefs of Your Grace, and your Noble Pofterity, be as 
Succe{sful as they are Sincere. 


As for me, My Lord, I cannot hope to be Happier 
than to be fuffer’d to Subfcribe my Self with Equal Zeal 
and Refp ’ 3 | 





May ‘it Pleafe your Grace, 
Your Grace’s 
Moft Humble, 
Moft Obedient and — 


Moft devoted Servant, 


|. ©. 
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Introduction. 


- ©’ in the Opinion of the Afany, Things of this Nature have 


i 





little or no Ufe, and what is not Ufeful do’s not deferve Incou- 
ragement, yet we muft beg Leave to differ from themin our 
Sentiments ; For by the fame way of Judging, AZu/fick, Painting, 
and indeed all the Fine Arts which divert and pollifh Mankind, are Ufelefs - 
Such as have no Curiofity, no Relifh of Wit and Eloquence, fuchas Imagine 
that nothing can be Ufeful which do's not make a Man Wifer and Richer, 
fuch will without doubt look difdainfully on our Defign: And fince we 
defpair of convincing ’em by any thing we can fay for it, we fhall not 
Offend ’em by attempting it. Ofthefe, we defire only that they will con- 
fider, there are a Vaft Number of People who think otherwife, and who. 
believe that nothing is more Profitable to Mankind, than that which de- 
lights them. , | ite 
' (We fhall not be fo vain, as from what we have faid to draw any Argu- 
ment to our Own Advantage, tho’ we might do it, and give no great 
offence to Modefty : For we do not ftrive to Pleafe the Reader by our 
felves, but by others; whofe Abilities are Unqueftionable, their Repu- 
tations fettled, and their Works always welcom tothe Publick. °*Twill 
certainly be agreeable to the Curious , to fee fomething of theirs in our 
Monthly Colle&tions, and we fhall take care that none be admitted to keep 
?em Company, who are not in fome meafure worthy of it. For when we 
cannot Support this Uddertaking by Helps from the beft Writers, or with 
the beft Writings, we fhall giveit over. Tho’ there is no fear of want- 
ing Poems to carry it on, when we are already furnifh’d with fufficient 
Materials to laft us till A4dfummer : But we fhall be willing to keep our Fund 
untouch’d, and to Publifh what new Things are fentus, if ’tis forthe Aue 
thor’s and our own Credit to fhew them. We wou'd preferve thofe Pieces 
that our Friends have fupply’d us with, as a Stock to fet up with, or ra- 
ther as Principal Money, and live upon the Intereft. And having it chiefly 
in our View to entertain fome Perfons diftinguifh’d by their Merit as much 
as by their Quality, ’tis Neceflary we fhou’d acquaint the Reader with 
the Method we intend to perfue, that nothing Indecent or Indifcreet may 
‘betranfmitted to us. - 
e 

















INTRODUCTION. 


‘We Except againft all Political or Perfonal Scandal, what is Injurious to 
good Senfe or good Manners, Immoral or Profane; All Party Libels and 
Lampoons; and thofe who cannot fpeak well of Publick or Private Perfons, 
_ muft make ufe of fome other Means to Introduce their Spleen into the 
World. Befidgs this,.we havenoException to any Subject whatever, in 
Verfe-or Protes which is, of 'a proper length and goodnefs, and which the 
Author is willing to communicate to the Publick. All Poems, Prologues, 
Epilogues, Epigrams, Sovnets, Songsand Satyrs, provided they are Genecal ; 
Tales, Fables, andev’n.e4intuma s. Epiftles in Profe or Verfe, Differtations, 
Tranflations: Ina word, ev’ry Thiag that has any relation to the Studies 
of Humanity, will be always acceptable tous, — 

The Gentleman’s Fournal was fo well receiv’d formerly, that we hope 
the Mufes Mercury, whichis very near a kin to it, will find as many Friends 
to Support it, and fhall do all that lies in us to render it as agreeable as 
we can; in which we fhall take the Advice of fome Gentlemen of our 
Acquaintance, .who are well qualify’d to give it us, and for whofe Judg- 
ment all the Town havea deference. We fhall Print Nothing that has 
been printed before, if we.can by any means know it in time; for it 
often happens, that Poems printed in fingle Sheets and half Sheets, or in 
obfcure Collections furreptitioufly obtain’d, are thrown by and loft, affoon 
as Manufcript Copies, and fuch may come out, and be forgot before they 
come toour Hands. 7 | | 
We hall vary our Method according to the Occafion ; In fome Afer- 
curies there will be more Profe, in fome more.Verfe, as we are furnifh’d 
with the One or the Other, by fuch Gentlemen as fhall affift us in our 
Undertaking. : 


EF Any Perfon that is pleas’d to fend us a.Poem, or any. Thing elfe for our 
Mercury, is defiy’d to Forbid us Printing bis Name toit, if be is not willing 
to have us make ufe of st ; Otherwife we fhall take it. for granted that he will 
not be difpleas’d if we dost. And whoever will Favour us with any Pieces 
in Verfe or Profe, ts defir'd to fend st to Atrs. Sheffeild at the Temple 
Coffee-Houfe iz Fleet-ftreet; orto Adr. Andrew Bell, Bookfeller, at the 
Crofs-Keys and Bible in Cornhill, near Stocks-Market. 


THE 
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SON 


On a Young Lady, who Sung finely, and 
was afraid of a Cold. 


By the Earl of Rofcommzon. 


Inter, thy Cruelty extend, 
Till fatal Tempefts fwell the Sea, 
In vain let faking Pilots pray, 
Beneath this Yoke let Nature bend, 
Let ptercing Froft and lafting Snow, 
Thro’ Woods and Kields Deftruétion fow. 
B 
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The Mufes Mercury, 
(2) 


Tet we unmov'd wik fit and [wile, 
While you thefe Lefer Ills create ; 
Thefe we can bear, but gentle Fate, 
And thou bleft Genius of our Ifle, 
From Winter's Rage defend her Voice, 
At which the kftening Gods rejoice. 


- C3) 
May that Celeftial Sound each day, 
With Extacy tranfport our Souls : 
While all our Paffions it controuls, 
And kindly drives our Cares away ; 
Let no ungentle Cold deftroy 
All Taft we have of Heav'nly Foy. 


There have feveral Papers of Verfes appear’d lately under this 
Noble Lord’s Name, which are fpurious, but that thefe are genuine, is 
not to be doubted: For tho they do not come up in Goodnefs to fome 
other Poems of my Lord Rofcommon’s, yet they have plainly fomething of 
his Mannerin them, and were given toa Gentleman of our Acquaintance 
by Mr. Richards, Superintendant of the Theatre at Dublin, who had them 
from his Lordfhip. Wereferve an other of the fame Hand for our next 
Mercury. , 











for the Month of ‘Sanwaryp, 1 707-. 3 


PROLOGUE to the Opera of the Prophete/s. 
| By Mr. Dryden. 


* HAT Noftredame with all his Art can guefi 
The Fate of our Approaching Prophete(s ? 

A Play that like a Perfpective i right, 

Prefents our vaft Expences clofe to fight, 

But turn the Tube and then we fadly view 

Our diftant Gains, and thofe uncertain too: 

A fweeping Tax, which on our felves we raife, 

And all like you, in hopes of better days. 

When will our Loffes warn us to be wife ? 

Our Wealth decreafes, and our Charges rife. 

Money, the fweet Allurer of our Hopes, 

Ebbs out by Oceans, but comes in by Drops. 

We raife new Objects to apes Delight, 

But you grow fated at the fecond fight. 

Falle Men! evn fo you ufe your. Miftreffes ; 

They rife three Stories in their tow ring Drefs, 

And after all you love not long enough, 

To pay the Rigging eer you turn em off. 

Never content with what you had before, 

But true to Change, right Englifb Men all o’er. 

New Honour calls + you hence, and all your Care — 

Is to provide the horrid Pomp of War. 

In Plume and Scarfe, Jack-boots and Bilboe-blade, 

The Silver goes which fhou'd fupport our Trade ; : 

But we {ball flourifb fure when you are paid. 

















_™* Written on occafion of the extraordinary Expence the Houfe was at«in the Decora- 
tions of that Opera. 


+ To the Officers then going for Jreland. 
B 2 , Go_ 





The Mufes Mercury, 


Go unkind Hero's, leave our Stage to mourn, 
Till rich from Vanquifb’d. Rebels you return, 

- And the fat Spoils of Teague in Triumph draw, 
His Firkin-Butter, and his Ujquebaugh. 

_Go Conquerours of your Male and Female Foes, 
Men without Hearts, and Women without Hofe. 
Each bring his Love a Bogland Captive home ; 
Such proper Pages will long Trains become, 

With Copper Collars, and with Brawny Backs, 
Quite to put down the Fafhion of our Blacks. 

Then fhall the pious Mufes pay their Vows, 

And furnifh all their Lawrels for your Brows ; 

Their tuneful Voice fhall rife for your Delights, 

We want not Poets fit to write your Fights. 

But you bright Beauties, for whofe only fake 

The doughty Kpights fuch Dangers undertake, 

When they with happy Gales are gone away, 

With your propitious Prefence grace our Play, ¢ 

And with a Sigh their empty Seats furvey. 

Then think on that bare Bench my Servant fat, 

I fee him ogle ftill, and hear him chat ; 

Selling facectous Bargains, and propourding, 

That witty Recreation, call’d Dumbfounding. 

Their Lo{s with Patience we will ftrive to bear, 

And woud do more to fee you often here ; 

That our Dead Stage, reviv'd by your bright Eyes, 

Under a Female || Regency may rife. 


This Prologue was forbidden to be fpoken the fecond Night of the Re- 
prefentation of the Prophetefs. Mr. Shadwell was the occafion of its being 
taken notice of by the Miniftry in the laft Reign: He happend to be at 
the Houfe on the firft Night, and taking the beginning of the Prologue to” 
have a double Meaning, and that Meaning to reflect on the Revolution, he 
tolda Gentleman, He would immediately put a flop to it. When that Gen- 
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_ |} The Queen was made Regent while the King was in Jreland. 
tleman 




















for the Month of ‘#anuaty, 1707. 5 
tleman ask’d, Why he wou’d do the Author fach a Differvice? He faid, Be- 
caufe while Adv. Dryden was Poet Laureat, he wou'd never let any Play of his be 
Aéfed. Mr. Shadwell informing the Secretary of State of it, and reprefenting 
it in its worft Colours, the Prologue was never Spoken afterwards, and 
is not Printed in Mr. Dryden’s Works, or his Mifcellanies. Whatever was 
the meaning of the Author then, had he liv’d to have feen the Happy 
Effects of the Revolution in Her prefent Majefty’s Triumphant Reign, 
he wou’d have blufh’d at his Poor Politicks, and Vain Malice. ‘Tho’ we 
fay this with fome warmth, we wou'd -not. be underftood to mean any 
thing derogatory to Mr. Dryden’s Merit , to which, as aPoet, we pay, as 
much deference as any one, and think the Britti/a Mufe indebted to him 
for his admirable Verfification, as much asto all the Writers who went 
before him. Indeed, he has forefin’d our Numbers, that he has taught all 
who follow him, to do really better in that kind, than thofe who 
were famous for their Excellence in it inthe laft Century. Let us fee 
what as great a Poet as Mr. Dryden has faid; on the contrary Side, 
in Praife of His late Majefty King William of. glorious Memory, 
in a Prologue Spoken upon an Extraordinary Occafion at a Repre- 
fentation of Tamerlane , a Tragedy written by N. Row Efq, wherein the 
ingenious Author attempted to give a Picture of that Great King, in the 
Character of Tamerlane. : 





A Protocue Spoken at a Reprefentation 


of TAMERLANE. | 
Written by Dr. G-----th, 


O Day 2 Mighty Hero comes to warm 

_. Tour Curaling Blood, and bids you, Brittons, Arm. 
To Valour much he Owes, to Virtue more ; 
He Fights to Save, and Conquers to Reftore : 
Fe firains no Texts, nor makes Dragoons perfwade 
He likes Religion, but he hates the Trade. 
Born for Mankind, They by his Labour live ; 
Their Property ts His Prerogative. 

hiis 
































































































as The Mufes Mercury, 


Elis Sword deftroys lefs than his Mercy faves, 
And None (except his Paffions) are his Slaves : 
‘Such, Brittons, # the Prince that you poffefs, 

In Council greater, and in Camp no lof 

Brave, but not Cruel, Wife without Deceit 

Boru for an Age, curs’t with a Bajazet. 

But you difdaining to be too Secure, 

Ask his Proteciton,' and yet grudge his Power : 
With you a Monarchs Right admits difpute, 
Who give Supplies are only Abfolute. 
Brittons, for Shame your Fattious Feuds decline, 
Too long you've labour’d for the Bourbon Lize, 
Affert loft Light : Ax Auftrian Prince alone 

Is born to nod upon a Spanifh Throne. 

No lefs a Caufe fhou'd the Great Eugene call, 
Steep Alpine Rocks require an Haniball ; 

He fhows you your loft Honours to retreive, 






Your Troops woud fight, woud but your Senate give. 


uit your Cabals, affociate, and in Spite 
Of Whig azd Tory, ix this Caufe Unite. 


One Vote will then Send Anjou back to France, — 


There let the Meteor end his airy Dance : 


«Efe to the Mantuan Soél he may repair, | 


Ev'n Exil'd Gods, of old, were Latiums Care , 
At worft hell find a Cornith Borroagh here. : 

















for the Month of Yaguarp, 1707. 7 
SON G. 


For the Performance of Mufick at York- 
Buildings on the ‘Thankfgiving-Day, De- 
cember the 31ff, 1706. 


By Nabum Tate Efq; Her Majefty’s Poet Laureat. 


: Whither will thy Triumphs Spread, 
Britannia, t#jur’d Nations Friend, 
Britannia, Haughty Tyrant’s Dread, - 
Where will thy Conquefts End ?. 


Chor. With MAR LB RO?’s each Cam aign Renew’d, 
And ftill the Glorious Game purfu’d. 


Blenheim (once the Blazing Dame 

And Brighteft in the Liff.of Fame) 
Sees her Lawrels.fpring Again” — 3 
In Ramillia’s honour’d Plain. 


Chor. Such a Rival (fhe cries) I can bear without Shame, 
And a Change of the Scene, where the HERO’s the fame. 


Yet while the Rhine’s and Danow’s Spotts 
Are Trophies of Marlburian Tozt/s, 
Our ANNA, Foy of Earth and Skies, 
With Weftern Wonders. does'the World furprize : 


Hearing, from th’ Atlantick Shoar 
Her GEORGE’s Naval Thunder Roar ; 
New Garlands there He Wins, 
Frefb Adventures there Begins 
Where Hercules gave O’er. 
, With 





8 The Mufes Mercury, 


With the Foyful Day Complying, - 
Earth pele kh Pleas'd “nd s Proud, 

Laugh and Shout and. Sing Aloud, 
 Vaaquife’d Envy only hing, : 
Sighing, Groantug, Telling, Dying. 


GRAND Chorus. 


Let. her Weep let her, Wail; while our Songs fhall refound, 

A QUEEN anda PRINCE for Juftice renown’d ; 

While Gallia lies Grieving, Succeffes fhall Smile 

On ANNA and ALBION, the Fortunate Ifle, 
Where Virtue’s Enthron’d, and, Piety Crown’d. 
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SONG 
For New-Year’s Day, 1707. 











By the Same. 





OOS Fame in all thy Pride Appear, ' 
* To Crown the Paft and Coming Year ; 
To Crown the Paft, and Teach the New 
The Bright Example to Purfae. — 











Chor. That Task perform’d, the Prize is Won, 
And Marlbre’s Mighty Work is Done. 





Europe’s Refcw’d States {ball Come, | 
To wait our Lawrel’d Heroes Home ; 


Souldier, 
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for the Month of January, 1707. 9 


Souldter, ae Sea and Shore, 
In a Confort of Applaufe : 
Worthy fuch a Queen and C aufe, 
Who wars for Peace, and conquers to Reftore. 


The Tritons and Shepherds their Prefents {hall bring ; 
The Nymphs of the Ocean, and Nymphs of the Spring, 
And Thus in a Chorus foal Sing ; : 


Hail beft of Queens, in You Combine 
The Glories of Your Royal Line ; 
They Taught their Britons to O’ercome in Fight, 
You Teach us Both to Conquer and Unite. 


Valour may the Foe Difarm, 
And Vittory procure ; 

But U NION és the Pow’rful Charm, 
To make the Bleffing fure. | 


O Fame, This Mighty Work Complete, 
Thy Britain then is Truly GREAT. 


GRAND Chorm. 


Valour may the Foe Difarm, 
But UNION is the Laiting Charm, 
Of ev’ry Bliis, The Golden Chain, 
Our ANN.4’s Royal Gift, and Glory of Her Reign. 


On Monday the 6th of this Month, the Queen was gracioufly Pleas’d 
to come from Kenfington to'St. Fames’s, where the foregoing Ode, fet 
by Mr. Fobn Eccles, Mafter of He: Majefty’s Mufick, was Perform’d,to the 
Satisfaction of the wholeCourt, by Her Majefty’s Servants. 

























































































































fo The Mufes Mercury, 


Of the Opera’s and Plays now Preparing for the two Thea- 
tres, in Wrury-Lane and the Hay-Marketr. 


HE many excellent Productions of that great Mafter,the late Mr. Hen- 

ry Purcell, particularly his Opera of the Propbetefs, that of Kin 
Arthur, The Mufical Parts of Oedipus and Bonduca, are fufficient Proofs 
that no Nation in the World, the Jtaliens only excepted, have out-done 
the Engli/h in Dramatick AZufick.: And it is to be queftion’d, whether 
the Italians themfelves come fo near Nature, as Mr. Purcell did in the Mu- 
fick of thofe Opera’s and Plays; and whether there is any thing, fo mo- 
ving at leaft, onthe Roman and Venetian Stages. Perhaps our Ta/te was 
to blame if he fell fhort of the Beft Maftet’s in Italy, by his accommoda- 
ting his Compofitions to the Relifh of his Audiences, for who can doubt 
but he who Set the Froft Sceme in King Arthur, cou’d have done any thing 
in the great Mufick whenever he attempted ic. | 
_ ?Tis plain that the Tafte of the Town is mended fince his Time, and 
the late Succefs of Arfsnoé, Set by Mr. Clayton after the Jtalian manner, 
fhews that our Mafters can excel in all the Parts of Harmony, and our 
Audiences reli/h them, as well as the Jtakans, that even their Recitativo’s 
have been heard with Delight, and confequently underftood , which 40 
Years ago wou’d have been recéiv’d with the Difdain that Art meets with 
from the Ignorant, | 

Thefe Entertainments, asthey are the fineft, fo they are the moft Ex- 
penfive; and the Profit of Common Andiences cou’d never have fup- 
ported them. *Twas this Confideration that putthe Péople of Quality 
upon Incouraging the Publick Diverfion by their Private Subfcriptions ; 
fome Thoufands of Pounds have been contributed, by them tothe Char- 
ges of the Decorations of our Opera’s, and they have had the Pleafure 
to fte the whole Town pleas’d by it. 

This has Invited Gentlemen-of equal Honour and Merit,to employ their 
leifure Hours to cofitinte ‘fo Charming and Innocent an Entertainment. 
And their undertaking to furnifh the Mafters with Poems, has ‘prevail’d 
with the Great to give it further Incouragement. The ‘Opera of Roja- 
mund, written by the Author of the Campaign, is Set by Mr. ‘Clayton, and 
Practifing at the Theatre in Drury-Lane , and the Beauty and Harmony 
of that Poem, which we have had the honour to fee, are very happily 
imitated by the Compofer, in the Opinion of the beft Judges, who.have 
heard what hehas done. The Opera of Semele, for which we are Indebted 
to Mr. Cae is Set by Mr. Eccles, and ready to be Practic’d, and — 
the 
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the Excellence of thofe two Mafters, in their feveral Kinds, the Town 
may very well expect to be Charm’d, as much as Poetry and Mufick can 
Charm them. The Opera of Orlando Furiofo, the hint of which was ta- 
ken from that of Quinault, famous for his Tallent in this Sort of Wri-~ 
tings, is Set by Mr. Dantel Purcell. The Gentleman’s Character who writ it, 
and who has diftinguifh’d himfelf as much by his Judgmentin the Arts of 
Mufick and Poetry, as by his Bounty to the Profeffors, can leave no room 
to doubt but the Finenefs of the Sentiments, and the Harmony of the Num- 
bers, have given Mr. Purcell an Opportunity to do Honour to the Memory 
of his Brother. Mr. Adotteux is alfo writing an Opera on the Story of 
Tomyris;, which will be compos’d by Mr. Aidaker a German, after the. 
Italian Manner. Or rather the Fineft Parts of fome of the beft Italian 
Opera’s are to be accommodated to Mr. Motteux’s Words. - 

Befides thefe, There is a A4afque of Mr. Dennts’s on the Story of Or- 
pheus and Euridice, wherein, whoever will give themfelves the trouble to 
compare it with the Orpbeus and Euridicé an Elegy, written in French by 
Monfieur Sarrafin , or with a Mafque 'by:an Anonymous Author, often 
perform’d on the French Stage, will fee that our Englifh Poets have 
not been behind hand with our Engtifh Hero’s, in reducing the French 
Wit to as lowa ftate astheir Arms. We fhall Print the Mafque in our 
Next AZercury,; and the World will then perceive that the Author has © 
done his Part, as well as the Compofer, whofe Mufick, on this occafion, is 
very much commended. | | | 
'<’Ywas Impoffible tha afl thefe Opera’s icou'd be Perform’d in.due time 
had net thofé Gentlemen, who are the Proteéors of the Stage, endeavour’ 
to have the Theatres \ig: Drury-Laneand Dorfet-Garden fet apart for Mu- 
fick; and the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market , for Plays, the for- 
mer Company being underthe Direction of My, Rieh, and the latter un- 
der Mr. Swinny’s, both whofe Experience in the Management of fuch 
Things are too well known to need a Comment. In Conafequence of this 
Partition, the two Separate Companies of Actors have Joyn’d, and form’d 
aSet of Comedians that may vie with the Belt that ever trod the Engli/h 
Stage ; notwith{tanding what has been faid, in Praife of the Players in 
King Charles’s Reign, by fuch as are always fond of Speaking well of the 
Dead, at the Expence.of the Living. The Gompanyan the Algy-A/arket 
have.only Acted two NewPlays this Wiater;both written by theFairSex: 
The Platonick Lady, a Comedy, by Mrs. 7--— who wrote the Gamefter 
and Almyna; or the Arabian Vow, by Mrs. A4-——~ She took the Hint of it 
from the Arabian Nights Entertainments, tranflated lately into Englifh;. 
written in French by Monfieur Galand of the -Academy. The Fortune of 
thefe Plays has been over too long air. it News to the Town-to know it. 

2 There 














































































12 The Mufes Mercury, 


There are now in the Houfe, The Spartan Dame,a Tragedy by Mr. Southern’, 
who has fo often drawnT ears from the faireft Eyes inEngland by. his Orenoko, 
and Fatal Marriage, Another on the Story of Phedra,by Mr. Smi:» ot Oxford, 
which has an Extraordinary Reputation among all who have feen it. 
Mr. Farquebar, who wrote the Recruiting Officer, has aComedv ready for 
Reprefentation 5 and had not the Death of a Dear Friend hinder’d 
Capt. Steet from finifhing a Comedy of his, it wou’d alfo have been 
Aéted this Seafon. There have feveral Plays been Reviv’d at the A/zy- 
Market, but none that have had a Run long enough to be taken noiice 
of. The laft, which was the Sulius Cafar of Shakefpear , was Play’d at 
the Defire of fome Perfons of Quality, who have contributed 400%. by 
a Subfcription to Support the Dramatick Mufe; for which They are to have 
Three Plays Acted, andthe Pit and Boxes to be referv’d for the Subfcri- 
bers; the Galleries only being forthe Benefit of the Houfe. ~The Second 
Play that was AG@edon this Occafion, was, The King and no King, of Beau- 
’ mont and Fletcher; and the Third, which will be acted on Tuefday the 28th 
Inftant, isnot yetnamd. From fuch noble Spirits as thefe, the Arts may 
hope for a Glorious Reftoration: and thofe who areany way Employ’d for the 
Stage, cannot fay now if they do not fucceed, twas for want of Encourage- 
ment. The following Prologue was fpoken before the Reprefentation of Fu- 
lius Cefar, on the 14thof:this Month, and met with univerfal Applaufe, 





Prologue to the Sub{cribers for Fulius Cejar, 
Spoke by Mr. Betterton. — 
Written by Mr. Dennis. 


[The Ghoft of Shakefpear rifes to’ Trumpets and Flutes nlayini 
Alternately .} : 


E Sounds that with foft Paffions Souls infpire, 
And ye that Rouze them with a Martial Fire, 


Be hufb’d, while to my Britons I appear, 
Who can no Mufick like their Shakefpear, hear. » 


Hail, My lov’d Britons ! How I’m pleas’d to fee 
The great Affertors of Fair Liberty, 
Affembled 
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Affembled Here upon this Solemn Day . © teen | 
To fee this Roman and thw Englifh Play. | 


Was writ, when Philip plagu’d both Land and Main 
To fubjugate the Wejtern World to Spain. 

Then I brough: Mighty Julius on the Stage, 

Then Britain heard my God-like Romans Rage, — 
And came in Crowds, with Rapture came to fee, 
The World from its Proud ‘Tyrant freed by me.. -.- 
Rome he Enflav’d, for which he dyd once there ; 
But for his introducing Slav’ry here, 

Ten times I facrific’d him evry Tear. 


This Tragedy in great Hliza’s Reign ‘ 


AYN 


My noble Scenes Eliza’s Soul infpir'd, 

And Britain, with ajuft Difdain was fir'd ; | 

That we who fcorn’d Great Cxfar here fhould Reign, 
Should take a univerfal King from Spain. : 
Then Englifh Werthies did in Crowds appear, 

Drake, Cecil, \Rawleigh, .Walfingham yd Vere... 
Then Strains were fung that. were to, flourifb long,. pe 
Then Deeds were done for high'Hervick ‘Song, ' °° c 
Wife were our Councils, and our Arms were Strong. 

With nervous Hands w untyd Batavia’s: Yoke, 

And evry Captive Nations Bonds we broke. 


France ftruggles for a fifth Monarchique Reign, 
Like our own Mad Fanatticks here, in vain, — 
For a more fam'd, more great Eliza’s here,. 

A wifer Cecil, and a nobler Vere; 

Whoje growing Virtue in my School was-formd,. 
My raging Roman the Foung Heroe warm d.. 
No Eunuchs yet were come with melting Strain... 
T? emafculate the Generous Englifh Vein. 


Thofe % 4 Glorious Years rowl-round again, : ; 


The 
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The powerfall ft Sounds of Mufick wever can. 5. 9 
For the next Age form {uci a:\Matchle{s\Man,- | ¢ 
Or raife up fuch a God-like Queen as Anne. 














Oh may dy Scenes. be fill. your chief Delight! 
So may zr long be Fortungte én Fight! =. 
So may your Glory, like my Genius Soar, 
And Tow’r to Heights. ye never knew before, 
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The Following Poem has happily fala ‘into our Hands, and will, no 
doubt, be welcom to the Curious Reader. *Twas written by his Excel- 
lency Dr. W——,Her Majefty’s Envoy Extraordinary to one of the Greateft 
Princes in Jtaly, On alate Poem of Signor Filicaia upon Indian FafJmin, one 
of the fineit Shrubs that aderns a Garden. The Tranflation was tranf- 
mitted to a worthy G. oe om Mr. Manning Secretary to Mr: Stanyon, 


Her Majefty’s Envey tot e Swiff Caritons: - 2 



































Ad Senatorem:Felcaian in Mogariuum foum : 
Or his Poet upon Indian Faffmin. — 
Ft India, fole Locta primo 








Florum Principe Leta Mogarino, 

reftant Lilia. cui.fuum,Nitorem, 
Suaves nec Rofa denegat Odores. 
Quo vifo fieri.velis-vel Ipfe : 
Totus tunc Oculus fimulg;, Nafus. 
Cofmi delicias tenet Superbum 7 
Caftellum, Domini, Decufq;.Amorg; _ 
Florum grataq;,\Vitiumg; Sedes.. . 
Nativi viret Immemor tolig; | 
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Uni nunc Cupiens placere Como 
fEvum fed breve pulchra Sortiuntur 

Hic & Floribus non Odor manebit, 

Vanefcet Colot Omnis, ac Avari 

Ditis funt fpolium Inferiq; Regis 

At tu Planta Beata,-mortis Expers, 

Et jam nacta‘novam Alteramq; Vitam 

Proles Carminis, Interire Nefcis. 

Non nunc India, vel Hetrufca Tellus. 

Sed Mundus Patria eft, viges ubiq; 

Nec Candor Perit, halitts vel Oris, 

Vifus gaudia Nariumgq; femper. 

Vitam, Phoebe Pater, Breveln dedifti 

Quam vates dederit, perennat ufque. 








The Foregoing Vr nses Imitated. 


By Mr. Manning.~ 


Left thétd; ‘Délightful Soily 35 ¢ 
On which the Sun firft deigns to {mile. 
Bleft in thy Jaflmin, wherewwe find 
The Lilly with the Rofe ts joi#d. 
Whofe lovely Colour, fragrant Smell, 
Thofe of all other Plants excell, * * 
Which feen, with Admiration dumb, 
We ftreight all Eyes and Nofe become. 
Al Stately Palace, as tsmmeet— 
To be the Prince of Flowr’s retreat’; 
Its Mafter’s Glory and Delight, — 
Contains this Rare, -this Wondrous Sight. 
Tr an{planted 
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Tranfplanted to this Charming Place 

It feems to gain new Life and Grace, 
As *twou'd tts Native Land difown, 
And Cofinus ftrive to pleafe Alone. — 
Bat Oh! how fhort a Date has Heav’n 

To all that’s Fair and Beauteous giv'2! 

Here Flow rs, unheeded by the Mafe, 
Their Colours and their Odours ‘loofe, == 
Almoft as foow as born decay, | 
And fall to Hungry Time a Prey. 

Bat thou, Bleft Plant, {halt never fade 

By Deathlef{s Verfe, Immortal made. 

Not India wow, or ‘Tulcan Ground, _ 

Bat the whale Globe's thy Country Found. 

Thy Matchlefs' Scent, enchanting White, 

Th’ Eternal Foys of Smell and ye 
Henceforth fecure from Fate's Allarms, 


Shall know no End of all their Charms. 



















The Tranfient Life, which Phoebus gave 
ThaRoet refcues from the Grave, ~~. 





The Maids Complaint. _ 
MA Song, 
By Seonr- Come, Efquire. 


= Le Me 
Uftom, Alas, does Partial Prove, 
Nor gives us Ev’ Meafure ; 
A Pain to Maids it ws to Lave 
But "ti to Men a Pleafure. 
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They freely can their Thoughts explain, 
But ours muft burn within ; 

We have got Eyes and Tongues in vain, 
And Truth from us is Sin. 


3° 
Men to new Foys and Conquefts fly, 
And yet no Hazards run, 
Poor We are Left if we deny, 
And if we yield, “Undone. 


4. 

Then Equal Laws let Cuftom find, 
Nor thus the Sex Opprefs 5 

More Freedom give to Womenkind, 
Or give. to Mankind Les. 


> «= 
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To a Young Lady who had Marry’d an 
Old Man. 


By Capt. Steel. 





I. 


Ince Caxlia coud, to Love unjuft, — 
| Debauch'd by Wealth and Beauties Charms, 
Return before her Death to Duft 
In hoary Neftor’s feeble Arms. 


The D 2. While 
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‘2 
While Midnight Bowls my Paffion break, 
And no Intruding Cares moleft ; 






























































dill Her May her Grifly Bridegroom wake, 
Hh And to no Foy difturb her reft. 
Th cc 
: H se te 
| Still while fhe glows with Youth and Fire, a 
HII May bafficd Fondnefs teaze her Rage ; a 
} May he with hot, yet num’d Defire, « 
Ht Burn like Youth, yet freeze like Age. ” 
. | ’ aj 
! qu 
AI < au 
Hit Of Books Publifb'd in England, Holland, Germany, and de 
Hi France ; of which Mr.Le Clerc bas Treated in his Bib- fo 
Hy liotheque Choifie, for the Year 4707. | fF 
| i HE Works of the Learned which are Publifh’d ev’ry Month, will ex- th 
i cufé our not giving a large Account of Books , for which we refer ah 
Ht the Reader ‘to that Author, who has fo, long giv’: Satisfaction to the “a 
nH Town in what he has undertaken ; e fhall only mention thofe New pS 
| i Things that we hear of at Home or Abroad, without entring far into ae 
HY 3 the Particulars of any of the Treatifes which we take notice of. a 
HH | Tis not a little for the Honour of England, that moft of the Books Oe 
MH treated of by Monfieur L’ Clerc, in his Bibliotheque Choifge, lately publifh’d co 
| for the Year 1707. are the Product of our Country; If we may be al- ry 
Hh low’d the Expreflion : They being written moftly by Englifhmen, or tn 
| it Printed in England. The firft Book that he fpeaks of, is that Noble Edi- ‘Ae 
Wilf tion of the Baron de Spanbeim’s Treatife, De Praftantia © unfu Numifma- MM, 
i tum Antiquorum, of the Excellence and Ufeof Medals; Printed at London Th 
Hi inthe Year 1706. His Difcourfe on this Book takes up 104. Pagesin 12°, pu: 
| Hl | and he has added to it, An Extra& out of fome Spanifh Letters relating We 


nt to fome Medals found in Andalufia, with Phoenician Characters. With that 
Ht Extract he has given the Prints of thofe Medals, and an Explanation of | 


i them, which is very Curious and well worth Reading. He treats aad gt | 
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of the New Edition of Yul as Cefar’s Works, Publifh’d by Mr. Yobu Davis, 
Fellow of Queen’s-College in Cambridge, and Printed at that Univerfity in 
1706. He does the fame by Mr. Addifon’s Remarks on feveral Parts of 
Italy: And the Judgment of a Foreigner on thofe Excellent Remarks, will 
certainly be agreable toan Englifh Reader. “* He carefully avoids, fays 
“© Mr. Le Clerc, fpeaking of the Author, to fay any thing that has been faid 
‘© before, and if he repeats what others have faid, ’tis toadd new Charms 
“¢ toit. He has particularly apply’d himfelf to collect thofe Defcriptions 
© which the Old Latin Poets made of the Places, the Mountains and Rivers 
‘¢ that he pals’d which Defcriptions he has Tranflated into Englifh Verfe, 
“¢ as fine as the Originals. His Narration is every where fo Pure and fo Ele- 
“© gant, that ’tis- hard to decide whether the Author writes beft in Profe 
‘ or Verfe, tho’ with good Reafon he is look’d upon to be one of the 
“* beft Englifh Poets that are now Living. JI a4 evite avec foin de rediré 
ce que les Autres avoient deja Publie, et sl repete quelque Chofe, c’eft pour y 
ajouter de Nouveaux Traits. fl s’eft fur tout applique a produire les Defcriptions 
que les a::ciens Poetes Latins avoient fattés des Lieux, des Montagnes et des Ri- 
wieres qu il a paffees, et illes a Traduites en vers Anglois, qui ne cedent Point 
aux Originaux, Toute la Narration eft ft nette et fi bien tournee, qu’il eft difficile 
de dive he P Auteur ecrit mieux en profe, ouen vers, quoi quil paffc, avec raifon, 
pour un des Meilleurs Poetes Anglos qwil y ait a prefent. Monfieur Le Clerc 
fpeaks alfo at large of the Edition of the Adedea and the Phenicians, two 
Tragedies of Euripides, with Hy. Stephens, Grotius, and other Notes, 
publifh'd by Mr. William Piers, Fellow of Emanuel College in Cambridge, in 
the Year 1703. The Letter both of the Text and Notes Js very fine and 
new, and was bought in Aflland. His Grace the Duke of Somer fet, Chan- 
cellor of that Univerfity, was at the Charge of it, and by his Bounty 
reviv'd Printing at Cambridge. For which, fays Mr. L’ Clerc, Ce Seigneur 
merite que non Seulement les gens de Lettres de Cambrige mats encore tous 
les Autres qui fe fervent des Editions faites avec ces Caracteres Lui fachent 
gre de fa generofite, “© Not onlythe Men of Letters at Cambridge, but all 
** ‘others who make ufe of the Editions printed in that Chara¢ter,are indebt- 
“* ed to the Generofity of that Noble Lord. The Edition of A¢/aximus of 
Tyr’s Differtations, Printed at Cambridge in the Year 1703. and Publifh’d 
alfo by Mr. Davis of Qucen’s College, is very. much commended by the 
Author of the Bibliotheque; as is alfo BafJus Geoponiques , Publifh’d by 
Mr. Necdbam, Fellow of St. Fobn’s College in Cambridge, inthe Year 1704. 
The Edition of Anacreon, Printed there in the Year 1705. has gor the 
Editor, Mr. Yofhua Barnes, as much Reputation abroad as his Euripides. 
We had one in England before, done by Mr. Baxter; and an Englifhone 
by Dr. Wills of Oxford. The French have feveral Editions of it; as 
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Stephens , Tanaquil Fabers, his Daughter Madam Dacters, with Notes 
and the Text tranflated into French Profe; Monfieur Longeprerres, witha 
Tranflation, in French Verfe;, and another Tranflation by an Anonymous 
Author. A Gentleman of our Acqaintance had a MS. Verfion of that 
agreeable Poet, ready for the Prefs; but he has recetv’d fo many Lights 
from Mr. Barnes’s Edition, that he cou'd not relolve to Print it till he had 
corrected fome of his own Errors by them. Mr. Fleming’s Chriftology is 
fpoken of in this Bibliotheque: and the Hiftory of the Apoftles Creed, 
Printed at London in the Year 1702. 1s tranflated into Latin, and Printed 
at Leipfick. _Arthur Fobnfon’s Paraphrafe upon the Pfalms, in Elegiac Verfe, 
Printed at Amfterdam in 12°. has the Character of being La plus Elegante 
apres celle de Buchanan; themoft Eelegant next to Buchanan's. 

The other Books mention’d by Monfieur Le Clerc, are Paufania’s Defcri- 
ption of Greece, the Leipfick Edition, 4. D. 1699. Ennius’s Fragments, 
Printed at Amfterdam by Wetften, A.D. 1707. Noodt’s Obfervations on 
the Civil Law at Leyden, 1706. A Speech of Mr. Noodt’s in the Univerfity 
of Leyden, of which he was Rector inthe Year 1699. about Leberty of Con- 
Science. Reland’s Differtations upon Paradife, @c. Printed at Utrecht, 1706. 
A New Edition of Homer, Printed by Wet/ten at Amfferdam, 1707. Hart- 
foeker’s Phyfical Conjectures, Printed at Amfferdam in 1706. Demonftra- 
tion dela Morale Chretienne, by Father L’_Ami of the Oratory, Printed at 
Roan in 1706. Difcourfes upon Cocceianifm. The Coccesans and Voetians 
are fo call’d from two Divines in Aolland, nam’d Cocceius and Poetius, 
famous for their different Manners of Preaching; This Book is Printed by 
a at Amfterdam;, asisalfo, The Roman Cabinet, written by Mr. de 
la Chauffe. 

The Gazette told us of the Death of Mr. Bayle, Author of the DiGionairo 
Critique, the Critical Didionary, moft of which is tranflated into Englifh, 
and will all be fpeedily put to the Prefs. Monfieur Le Clerc and Monfieur 
Bayle cow’d not agree about La Conformite de la Fot avec la Raifon, the 
Conformity between Faith and Reafon, which Le Clerc afferted, and 
Mr. Bayle in his Anfwer deny’d. This Difpute has continu’d fome Time, 
and perhaps wou’d not have been terminated fo foon, had not Mr. Bayle’s 
Death put an End toit. Thofe two great Men have been very Angry with 
one another, and fo fevere in their Charges againft each other, that if 
both of them are in the right, they were both little better than Atheifts, 


but the heat of their Argument made them put the worft Conftrudctions - 


on fome abftrufe Paflages found in their Writings, and their Emulation in 
Learning might border fo near upon Envy, as to produce hard Words on 
both Sides. In the laft Bibliotheque, we have mention made of an Examen 


of Mr, Bayle’s Divinity in his Critical Dictionary Printed at Amfterdam, 
1706, 





for the Month of Januatp, 1707. a" 


1706. The Tryal and Condemnation of the Rotterdam Philofophy at Am- 

frerdam, 1706. which by the Title fhou’d not be of fo good a hand as Mr. 
Le Clerc’s, but ’tisto be fear’d his Paffion prevail’d over his Judgment in it. 
Speaking of Mr. Bayle here, he fays, fin’ y a Point d Homme moins Philo- 
fophe que lui ni pour a fpeculation ni pour la Pratique. There's no man lefs 
a Philofopher than He, either in Speculation or Practice. 





o-oo 


Of BOCK S Publifi'd in France, of which an Account is 
given in the Journal des Scavans. 


HE Author of the Fourual des Scavans, for the firft Week in Fanuary, 
1707. Printed at Paris, Speaks of Traite Theologique Touchant | Efficacite 
de laGrace, Par le Pere Daniel, Printed at Partsin the Year 1706. This isan 
Anfwer to a Book of Father Serry’s, Intituled, Schola Thomiftica Vindicata. 
The next Book is Odes de A4.... avec un Difcours fur la Poefte en general, 
© fur VOde en Particulier, Printed by Dupuis at Paris, 1707. in 12°. The 
Difcourfe is 86 Pages, and the Odes 192. The Journalift tells us, ‘tis 
written by Monfieur de la Afotte, and Dedicated to the French Academy. 
This Treatife relating to Poetry, the Darling Offspring of the Mufes, lies 
within our Defign, and in the next Jfercury we fhall give a Larger ac- 
count of it; It being a Piece of Criticifm that is new, and has been feen by 
very few Englifhmen. Inthe Journal for the 2d Week in Fanuary,: he treats 
of Colle#io Nova Patrum © Scriptorum Grecorum, &c. taken from Manu- 
{cripts, and Printed in Two Volumes in Folio, by Rigaud at Parts. He 
afterwards givesan Account of a Book in Phyfick, call’d Explication Phy- 
fique et Mechanique des Effets de la Saignee, Printed by D. Houry at Parts, 
1706. Being a Tranflation of aThe/s maintain’d in the Phyfick-Schools in 
that Univerfity. He Difcourfes alfoof a Book written by Yobn Sturmius, 
Intitul’d, Afethode de faire V Analyfe de la Langue Latine, Printed at Sene 
in the Year 1704. 


Of 
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Of BOOKS relating to Poetry and Criticilm, which have 
been lately Publifo'd in London; or are Preparing for 
the Prefs. 


S we woud not Invade the Province of the Author of the Works 
A of the Learned, with reference to Foreign Books, fo we fhall be as 
careful not to Interfere with him in giving an Account of fuch as 
are Printed in Englifh, and in England ; only thofe Pieces that more imme- 
diately concern the Adufes;, fuch as area part of Polite Learning, by which 
we underftand Poetry and Critici{m, we fhall infert in our Afercury, and 
when there happens any thing remarkable in thofe Kinds, give it a Place 
in our Mifcellany. 

There can never be enough faid of the glorions Succeffes of His Grace 
the Duke of Marlbcrough in.the Latt Campaign, The Victory of Ramillies, 
and the Reduction of two Provinces, Brabant and Flanders, in 60 Days; 
for which the French and Spanifh Monarchies contended as many Years, 
is fo furprizing an Event, that ’tis no wonder if all the Poetical Genius’s 
in Britain took Fire, and were Ambitious of making their Names immor- 
tal, by Celebrating an Action, the Memory of which will laft as long 
as Time. Mr. Congreve, Mr. Pr--—r, Mr. Dennis, and Mr. Row, have 
Sung the Battel of Ramillies ; and Mr. Witcherly, the Glory of the Comick 
Mufe, has fignaliz’d himfelf in Heroick Numbers on this great Occafion. 
S—C - Efq; has alfo ob'ig’d the World with an Epiftle in Verfe, from 
the Elector of Bavaria tothe French King, written after the Manner of 
Ovid, being a Letter of Complaint; and he has very happily imitated the 
eafie Turn of that Author, as weil in the Sentiments as the Numbers. 
There are many other Poems written on the fame Subject, which have not 
been recciv’d fo favourably by the Town as to deferve to be remember’d 
here : And feveral other Poets who have found themfelves fo full 
of Admiration , that they had not Thoughts or Words to Exprefs it. 
°Tis fufficient for the Honour of onr Country, that as the French have no 
Generalto Match with the Britifh Hero; fo fince the Doteage of Roilezu, if 
fuch a Man can ever be faid to Doat, they have had no Poets to vie with 
the Britifh Bards, and perhaps never produc’d fo many good Poems on 
One Vidory : Tho’ they had the good Luck to get Vidfories with as little 
Trouble as any Nation in the World everdid , making War always when 
they knew there was the leaft Reafon for it, and their Invafions werethe 
leaft {ufpecied. 

“, We 
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Weare Inform’d that Mr. Congreve is preparing an Edition of all his 
Mifcellany Poems, in One Volume, for the Prefs, with an Addition of 
feveral New Pieces. Mr. Prior’s Works are already Printed in One Vo- 
lume : And a New Mifcellany, confifting of Poems, Tales, Fables, Sa- 
tyrs, and Epiftles, as well Originals as Tranflations, by the Author of 
Iberia Liberata, will be Publifh’d foon after the Term. 

Mr. Cob, one of the Mafters of the School at Clrif’s-Hofpital, of which 
Foundation he was formerly himfelf a Member, has put foich a Book, In- 
titul’d, Poems on feveral Occaftons, to which he has added a Difcourfe on 
Criticifm, and the Liberty of Writing. 

The Death of Monfieur Bayle in Holland, and Dr. Hody tn England, are 
a great Lofs to the Commonwealth of Learning ; and may we have no 
fuch melancholly News for the next Month. 
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The Difpute about the Stage Reviv'd. 


NE wou’d have thought that after the many Anfwers which were 
written to Mr. Collier’s Book againft the Stage, that Difpute wou’d 

never have been reviv’'d - But ’tis obfervable, That all the Enemies of the 
Drama triumph, as if Mr. Collier had ftruck his Adverfaries Dumb, and 
not aword had been faid in Vindication of it. Indeed, who could ima- 
gine ir needed any Vindication, when Her Majefty has vouchfaf’d to Favour 
it, and a New Theatre has been fince Built under Her Aufpices, and Ho- 
nour’d with Her Royal Name. When fhe has fince Commanded fome of 
thofe Plays to be Acted at St. Fames’s, which were Infolently treated in the 
Short Views : And the Reverend Judges have order’d the fame Comedies, ar 
Pliys of the fame Character, to be reprefented before them at the Temple, 
This one wou’d think was enough to have filenc’d the Clamour againft the 
moft Pleafant and tlhe moft ufeful Diverfion that ever was Invented for 
the Mindsof Men. Bot Mr. Bedford, a Minifter of Briftol, has faln upon 
it anew, and found leifure from his graver ‘tudics to pick out 2000 Paf- 
fages in our Modern Plays, which he Fancies are oppotite to the late Sue- 
cefsful Endeavours by the Societies of Reformation to fupprefs Debauchery, 
Confidering Mr. Bedford has taken all thofe Paffages out of Plays that have 
been Acted within thefc Two Years, it muft be confe{S’d that he has la- 
bour’d Indefatigably to Ruin the Theatres; and we Icave it to his Bre- 
thren to decide, whether Two Years reading might not have been more 
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ufefully employ’d in his own Faculty— Tho’ this Sage Divine has not 
faid one thing to the Purpofe which Mr. Collier had not faid better before 

and been effectually Anfwer’d; yet the Friends of the Stage finding her 
attack’d again, havethought fit again to Vindicate her; and a Treatiie on 
that Subject is Publifh’d by Dr. Filmer, call’d, The Stage Vindicated againft 
Mr. Collier ; Wheresn is offer’d the moft probable Method of reforming our Plays 

and a Confideration how far vicious Characters may be allow’d on the Stage. 
This Controverfy is like tobe of no long Continuance: For Mr. Bedford 
has got very little ground by his Labours, unlefs ’twas his Arguments 
which put a {top to the Playhoufe that was Building at Bri/tol at the Charge 
of Mr. E——rl, a Merchant of that City, and the Dr. copes with an Ad- 
verfary who looks too Contemptibly on all Mankind to think any of ’em 
deferve Anfwering. When a fober and feafible Project of Reforming the 
Drama fhall be offer’d to the Concern’d, no doubt ’twill be acceptable : 
For "tis certainly the Intereft as well as the Reputation of any Society to 
have real Abufes reform’d. 


FINTS. 
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FAonthly Mitcellany. 


Confifting of 


Poems, Prologues, Songs , "Sosiiitig Tranflations, 
and other Curious Piecés, Never befire Printed. 


BY 
The Earl of Rofcommon, 3CMr. DENNIS, 
Mr. DRYDEN, Dr. N——z, 
Dr. G——th, eae ‘) Capt. TEE L,aysd 
N. TATE, Efquire. Mr. MAN NING, &c. 


To which is added, 
An Account of the ST AG E, of the New OPER 4’S and 


PLAYS that have been Aaed, or aie to be Acted .this Seafon , 
__ And of the New Books relating to Poetry Criticifing&e. lately Publith ‘a: 


For the Month of JANUARY. __ 
Go be continues ponthlyp, 
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